Item assessment in the development of a diagnostic motor performance test for myopathy in children.
The authors conducted an assessment study of newly developed motor performance items for the diagnosis of myopathy. 17 children who had had muscle biopsy for this diagnosis in the recent past were administered 14 items based on the measurement of static, dynamic and explosive muscle strength and muscle endurance. Individual items did not have perfect discriminative power, but the results were encouraging enough to warrant detailed study with combinations of the items, so that in future fewer children will have to undergo unnecessary muscle biopsies.